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What is Health Talk Online?
• Award winning multimedia websites 

• Resources for patients and the public, carers, 
professionals in practice and training, policy makers

• Key findings from qualitative research studies 
published online, illustrated with  video  and audio 
clips from interviews on health experiences 

• Collaboration between DIPEx charity and  the 
Health Experiences Research group in University of 
Oxford

• International collaboration including Japan, 
Australia, Korea, Spain, Germany, Israel, Canada, 
Netherlands
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Discussion
• Qualitative research can help identify public perspectives and 
understandings on screening

• Reasons why people do and do not take part (or take part 
again) in screening can be complex 

• Personal experiences (eg of hard treatment choices or relief 
that problem caught early) and celebrity illness (eg Jade 
Goody, Kylie Minogue) are often cited 

• Decision making:  statistics alone can be hard to interpret , 
hearing how others have made, and reflected on, their 
decisions may help avoid regret

• The HTO sites on experiences of cancer screening intended to 
improve understanding of people’s perspectives on screening
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• Stand alone qualitative interview studies (40-50 
per collection)

• Narrative methods – unstructured and semi 
structured sections

• Diverse sample - interviews throughout UK 
• Thematic analysis – approx 25 topics and 300 

video audio and written clips each collection
• Research findings disseminated via HTO and in 

peer reviewed papers 
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